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Examiner 



Applicant(s) 

YAMADA, SHINICHI 



Art Unit 



; | Douglas C. Butler 3683 

Period fo7 Reply" C ° mmunication a ^ eare ™ ">* the correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHfS} FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " MONTH(S) FR0M 

■a^S^^ innoeven^weve^avarep.v.e^v^ 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 6 December 2004 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2 b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) U7 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) ±7 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)B The drawing(s) filed on 16 March 2004 is/are: .0 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 
Apphcant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121 (d) 

1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 1 19(a)-(d) or m 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: w ' 
1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Ii»f m S r C i fiCati( L n Sl ? a " c ° nclu u de , with one ° r more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

There is no clear antecedent basis in claim 1 for "said two oil chambers" of claim 
1, lines 2-3 in that claim 1, line 1 recites "an oil chamber. Also, there is no clear 
antecedent basis in the claims for "said oil chamber" of claim 1 , line 6, of claim 3, line 2 
and of claim 7, line 2 in view of the recitation of "oil chambers" in claim 1 , line 3. 

3. Applicant's published application US 2004/021 1632 A1 is cited to complete the 
record. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b) by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
"PPhcarrt for patent except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yamada 
et al (680), newly cited, which has an effective filing date of March 9, 2004 which is 
before the instant application's filing date of March 16, 2004. 

See Figs. 10-11 of Yamada et al (680). 
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6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -7 have been considered but a. 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Exmr Butler 
telephone number 703-308-2575. 
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